Christopher ‘Billy’ Abbott MEng(hons) ACGI

billy@billyabbott.co.uk | https:/bilyabbott.co.uk | 07713 791 986
Instagram: @meatrobot | Facebook: /BillyAbbottDrinks | LinkedIn:/in/abbottc

Profile

Award-winning drinks writer and presenter with online and print publishing experience. Whisky
specialist and general drinks expert. Trainer with experience of building and presenting courses
across drinks, IT and management.

Current Employment

Ambassador, The Whisky Exchange: Feb 2024-present
https://thewhiskyexchange.com

Representative of The Whisky Exchange at events around the world, including online and at the
annual Whisky Show. Responsible for generating content, both internally and for media partners,
including articles, video and audio. Maintaining relationships with press and bloggers. New product
development. General management of content projects across the company. In-house drinks
knowledge resource. Manager of internal drinks training programs, including WSET Spirits Level 2
and 3.

Web Content Editor, The Whisky Exchange: Apr 2011-Oct 2017
Training & Content Manager, The Whisky Exchange: Oct 2017-Feb 2024
https://thewhiskyexchange.com

Initially a content creator for The Whisky Exchange, including product descriptions, tasting notes,
social media posts, blog posts, and general copywriting. Manager of company social media
channels and blog. Later took on responsibility for internal education and representing the company
at events.

Whisky Cruise Host, New Scientist Discovery Tours: September 2024-
present

https://www.newscientist.com/tours/

Host and whisky expert on a sailing trip around the whisky producing areas of Scotland. Includes
running tastings as well as being an information resource about whisky and the areas visited, and a
liaison with the distilleries and whisky industry.

Host and Organiser, Whisky Squad: Aug 2012-present
https://whiskysquad.com

Co-organiser of a whisky tasting group in London. Responsible for booking venues, booking guests
and hosting tastings.

Freelance drinks writer and consultant: Apr 2011-present
https://billyabbott.co.uk

Freelance writer for web and print, and consultant covering product development, social media,
packaging and design.
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Previous Roles

Reviews Editor, Whisky Quarterly Magazine: Apr 2018-April 2019

http://whiskyquarterly.com

Writer of tasting notes for Whisky Quarterly. Responsible for selecting and sourcing samples of

suitable whiskies.

Presenter and Writer, The Whisky Lounge: Apr 2012-Jun 2019

https://thewhiskylounge.com

Presenter of whisky tastings in London, focusing on introductory sessions and blending workshops.

Assistant at whisky shows around the UK.

Software Engineer, FactSet Ltd: Jul 2000-Apr 2011

http://factset.com

Developer, trainer, manager and recruiter for an international software company. Worked on a variety
of equity and fixed income data sets, managed teams and headed up recruitment for software
engineering in the UK. Managed new hire and CPD training for the software engineering team.

Publications

1001 Whiskies You Must Try Before You Die,
Cassell, 2012 - Contributor

The Philosophy of Whisky, British Library
Publishing, 2021 — Author

Blogger, Spirited Matters (Formerly Billy’s
Booze Blog) — Nov 2009-present

Contributor, Whisky Quarterly Magazine — Feb
2015-April 2019

Awards

Icons of Whisky Communicator of the Year
(Rest of World)

2020 - Highly Commended

2021 — Winner

IWSC Spirits Communicator of the Year
2020 - Shortlisted

2022 - Shortlisted

2023 - Shortlisted

2026 — Winner

Fortnum & Mason Debut Drinks Book
2022 — Shortlisted

Professional Organisations

Keepers of the Quaich (Member)
Circle of Wine Writers (Committee Member)

Worshipful Company of Distillers (Liveryman
and Vocational Training & Education
Committee Communications)

British Sake Association

Drinks Qualifications

Wine and Spirits Educational Trust:
Spirits Level 2 (2018) — Distinction
Spirits Level 3 (2019) — Merit
Spirits Level 2 Educator (2019)
Spirits Level 3 Educator (2020)
Wine Level 2 (2024) - Distinction
Sake Level 3 (2025) — Merit

Awamori Jinbner (2020)
ISS Shochu Advisor (2024)
Personal Licence (2021)

Bureau National Interprofessional Armagnac:
Certified Armagnac Educator (2025)

Competition Judging
Global Spirits Masters
Panel Chair (whisky, rum): 2011-present

World Drinks Awards
Judge (whisky, beer): 2012-present

International Wine and Spirits Competition
Judge (whisky, rum, shochu, awamori, baijiu):
2018-present

American Distillers Association
Anchor Judge (whisky, rum) — 2019-2024

Education
Imperial College, London
MEng Computing, 1996-2000. 2.1

Current and upcoming work: link
Selected media appearances: link
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